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'PSC isn’t considering
all aspects of MAPP

By GAIL DEAN
Dorchester Editor

Current proceedings to seek state
approval fo build the Mid Atlantic
Power Pathway do not consider the full
extent of the state regulation, accord-
ing to Chip Macleod, Dorchester
County’s attorney in MAPP proceed-
ings belore the Maryland Public Ser-
vice Commission.

MacLeod was part of a panel assem-
bled by the Mid-Shore League of
Women Voters on Tuesday evening at
Cambridge-South Dorchester High
School to consider the MAFPP Trans-
mission Project Approval Process.

The county's attorney for the MAPF
projecl explained that Pepeo Holdings
is applying for a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity which only
considers the need for a high voltage
power transmission line and does not
consider the line's effect on econom-
ics, sesthetics or historic sites.

“They asked for a determination of
nead and reliability,” MacLeod said. As
for the other requirements of the law,
“That isn't even on the tabhle.”

In September, Dorchester County
filed a motion opposing the phased
approach fo the application process,
suggesting state law only allows for a
phased application process for power-
generating facilities and not power
transmission lines.

Noting that this is a large project, a
hearing examiner recently ruled to
allow the process to continue as is.
Macleod said the county plans to
appeal that decision and mav seek a
hearing before the entire Maryland
Public Service Commission.

The application for the state’s OK of
the MAPP plan was filed in February
and is in the process of being consid-
ered by MPSC staff based on testimo-
ny presented and submitted by propo-
nents and opponents of the project.

The schedule for the hearing process
shows the commission making a final
order on the application next August.

Among the aspects lacking from the

- permit application is the exact location

of the power transmission line across
Dorchester County or what form it
would take.

“This process is going to go on for
awhile,” MacLeod said, explaining that,
“We're still trying to figure out how to
work within the process.”

He said Dorchester County residents
can expect a public hearing on the
MAPT plan in March. As it now stands,
MacLeod said that during that hearing,
“What you are going to be told is, We
are only here to talk about need.™

MacLeod suggested that establishing
need would set the stage for approval
of the remaining phases of the applica-
tion process. He also suggested that
establishing need is delermined by
having convincing experts. “The need
thing is really expert driven,” he said.

An aerial high-voltage power trans-
mission line would cause a significant
change to Dorchester’s landscape,
including lands with Iinks to Harriet
Tubman and John Smith’s explorations
of Chesapeake Bay, MacLeod said.

“This project has nothing to do with
Dorchester County,” Macleod said.
“Dorchester County just happens to be
in the way.”

Pepeo Holdings Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Asset Management and Plan-
ning Bill Gansman had previously told
the audience of more than 100 that 10
routes are being considered for
MAPP's path across Dorchester.

The initial route with more than 20
miles of aerial transmission line, from
Taylor's Island to Vienna, has an esti-
mated eost of 5550 million, Gausman
said. A “northern route,” préferred by
gome in Dorchester, would have it con-
tinue underwater from Chesapeake
Bay and up the Choptank River and
above the US. Route 50 bridege 1o a
point near Secretary, Gausman said.
Wilh 11 miles of aerial line, this route

" has an estimated cost of 5680 million.

Gausman said the cemaining routes
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